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TIME TO RE-REGISTER ALL LIVESTOCK BRANDS & MARKS
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Houston, TX, - Harris County Clerk Stan Stanart announced today that the re-registration period for livestock brands and marks begins Wed., Aug. 31, 2011 and ends Wed., Feb. 29, 2012.  Brands and marks must be re-registered, whether old or new, every ten years with the county clerk’s office. 
“With over four million residents and one of the most cosmopolitan areas in the country, registering livestock brands is not something that one associates with Harris County.  Surprisingly, among the five most populous counties in the USA, Harris County has the second largest livestock inventory, next to Maricopa County, AZ.” said County Clerk Stanart.  Stanart is better known for running the elections, issuing marriage licenses, and clerking for the county’s governing body and the civil and probate courts in the nation’s third largest county.
According to the latest [2007] U.S. Census of Agriculture, Harris County has approximately 35,000 cattle and calves. The census also reported that there were 6,308 horses and ponies, 5,157 hens and 2,554 goats.  Statewide, of the 254 counties, Harris ranked 138th in the number of cattle and calves, 7th in horses and ponies, 51st in hens and 86th in goats. 
The clerk reminds citizens that it is against the law to use a brand that isn't registered. “If you don't re-register your brand, then your brand becomes available to anyone who may want it.” Currently, there are a total of 595 brands and marks on file with the clerk’s office.  
Stanart notes that “While brands have been used for centuries, their use is being replaced with electronic RFID ear tags or microchip implants.”
Livestock brands and marks must be re-registered at the county clerk’s downtown office, 201 Caroline, 3th floor, Room 330. The registration fee is $16 per brand location. For more information, individuals should call 713-755-6436. 
“The upcoming period to re-register brands and markings is still a major occurrence for some of our county residents. Therefore, our office motto, Recording the Major Events of Your Life is very fitting”, concluded Clerk Stanart whose office also records birth and death certificates, DBA business records, hundreds of thousands of real property records, and numerous other county records. 
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