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BALLOT BY MAIL REQUEST PERIOD FOR UPCOMING ELECTION ENDS OCT. 27 

Houston - The period for voters to submit a request for a ballot-by-mail for the upcoming Nov. 3rd Election will end Oct., 27th.  Voting by mail is available to voters who are 65 years of age, ill, disabled, unable to physically go to the poll or out of the County during the Early Voting Period and on Election Day. 

“There are approximately 284,881 residents in Harris County that meet the age requirement to vote by mail. So we want to make sure these voters know about the option to vote by mail”, said Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman, the chief elections officer of the County. 

In the 2003 Nov. Election which included an open City of Houston mayoral contest, approximately 20,000 persons voted by mail. 
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As of Friday October 2, the County Clerk’s Office had responded to 11,031 mail ballot request. Of those 342 mail ballots had been voted and returned to the Clerk. The ballot-by-mail request period began on Sept. 4th. 
By law, voters may submit a request for a ballot-by-mail to the County Clerk’s office between the 60th day prior to Election Day and the close of business on the 7th day before Election Day. 
In-county eligible voters may send a request for a ballot-by-mail application by regular mail or courier. Voters may also send written requests. A ballot-by-mail request must include:
· The name of the voter and the address where the voter is registered to vote;

· The reason the voter is eligible to vote by mail (65 years of age, ill or have a disability, or plan to be outside Harris County); 

· The address where the ballot should be sent (If voter is outside the county, voters must provide an address outside of Harris County); 

· The date and type of election the request pertains to;

· The voter’s signature 

Requests for application or written requests for a ballot-by-mail may be sent to:

Harris County Clerk's Office

 

P.O. Box 1148

Houston, Texas 77251-1148. 

If a voter is outside of the County, the voter may also send a mail ballot application or request by fax (713.755.4983) or email (electionmailroom@cco.hctx.net).
All ballot-by-mail requests must be received, not postmarked, by October 27th.  In addition, voters who find themselves outside the County, but in the U.S. must have the voted mail ballot in the County Clerk’s office by 7 p.m. on Election Day.
 For more information or to obtain a ballot-by-mail application, voters may call the Harris County Clerk’s office at 713.755.6965 from Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or visit http://www.harrisvotes.com/docs/app4ballotbymail.pdf.
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