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First Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail for the Constitutional Amendment and Joint Election is Fri. Sept. 7
Houston, Texas-Harris County voters who wish to vote by mail in the Nov. 6, 2007 Constitutional Amendment and Joint Election may submit a mail ballot application starting Fri. Sept. 7.  
Registered voters must meet at least one of the following criteria to qualify for a ballot-by-mail: 
· going to be away from the county on Election Day and during early voting by personal appearance; 
· sick or disabled; 
· 65 years of age or older on Election Day;  
· confined in jail, but eligible to vote. 

Eligible registered voters in Harris County may submit a ballot-by-mail application by regular mail or common or contract carrier. Harris County residents applying from outside the county can submit request by facsimile at 713-755-4983. Voters may also submit an application in person as long it is done before early voting by personal appearance begins.

Voters may obtain a formal ballot-by-mail application from the County Clerk’s office or Secretary of State. However, an informal request for a ballot-by-mail can be submitted to P.O. Box 1525, Houston, Texas 77251-1525. The request must include:
· signature;  
· name and the address at which you are registered to vote; 
· the address to which the ballot is to be mailed; 
· the election date and for which election you are requesting a ballot; 
· reason why you are eligible to vote early by mail (to be eligible to vote early due to expected absence from the county, your application must state an address out-of-county to have your ballot mailed). 

The deadline to submit a ballot by mail application is the 7th day before Election Day. For this reason, for the upcoming election, all ballot-by-mail applications must be received, not merely post marked, by October 30, 2007. 
For questions or further information on the ballot by mail application process, or to obtain an application, voters can visit www.harrisvotes.com or call 713-755-6965. 

###
1001 Preston, #426, Houston, Texas 77002; Ph 713.755.6738, Fax 713.755.9311


